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As with any educational endeavor, there are those who stand out among their peers. While all of our graduates should stand proud,
having met the rigorous demands of Enlisted PME, some have distinguished themselves through individual accomplishments and are
deserving of special recognition. The Award Recipients for NCOA Class 16-5 and ALS Class 16-7 & 16-8 are:

NCOA 16-5

JOHN L. LEVITOW AWARD ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD COMMANDANT AWARD

TSgt Edgar Higham, NRO TSgt Emily Ferguson, 622 ARS TSgt Bo Ellefson, 114FW

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES

TSgt Shawn Bishop, 319 RS TSgt Edgar Higham, NRO

TSgt Jeremy Chrisitie, 724 1S TSgt Jonathan Leffring, 114 MXS
TSgt William Cotton, 437 OG TSgt Ryan Pfeifer, 4 FI

TSgt Damian Diaz, 28 OWS TSgt David Philips, 311 AFR

TSgt Emily Ferguson, 622 CE TSgt Daniel Reese, 724 ST

TSgt Terrence Fleming, 347 AFRS TSgt Jennifer Thompson, 311 AFRS

The newsletter is specifically designed to keep you informed about events, activities, and ideas at your Paul H. Lankford EPME Center.




ALS 16-7

JOHN L. LEVITOW AWARD ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD LEADERSHIP AWARD

SrA Whitney Allen, 179th MDG SrA Danielle Massengill, 910 SFS SSgt Benjamin Miller, 118 IS

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES

SrA Whitney Allen, 179 MDG SrA Sarah Laperle, 133 ARS

SrA Kirsten Arends, 157 ARW SrA Danielle Massengill, 910 SFS
SrA Andrew Hall, 445 AMS
SSgt Carla Hernandez, 181 OPS
SrA Matthew Kaper, 445 LRS

SrA Nathaniel Salemka, 110 AW
SSgt Terah Usry, 172 CF

ALS 16-8

JOHN L. LEVITOW AWARD ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARD COMMANDANT AWARD

SrA Greg Murray, 171 ARW, SrA Alexandra Cole, 192 IS, SrA John Leithead, 167 Aeromed

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES

SrA Alexandra Cole, 192d IS, SrA Greg Murray, 171 ARW,
SrA Akina Jones, 175 Med Group SrA Amanda Widick, 124 FM,
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COMMANDANT’S COMMENTS

August 2016....What a historic month for the CMSgt Paul H. Lankford EPME Center. Not only did we have
outstanding graduations for our NCOA class 16-5 and ALS class 16-7, we graduated our first Airman Lead-
ership School Blended Learning Course (BLC) ALS class 16-8. Never before has an Airman completed En-
listed Professional Military Education with a portion of the course being delivered online. It was done
here first and it will not be the last.

The creation of the BLC (Online) started from a spark. We at the Lankford EPME center were challenged

to find a cost effective way to provide a quality in-residence experience for our main customer...the tra-
CMSgt Edward L. Walden, Sr.

ditional ANG Airman. We were asked to find a way to make sure that the Airman that lives 5 hours away Commandant

from their base can still participate in a rigorous academic experience. We were asked to ensure that
when we state we need an Airman to go TDY to school for two weeks that it is actually 14 days. The
team here not only met those challenges, they exceeded the expectations that were set.

The idea for the ALS BLC started when | came on board in May, 2015. CMSgt Hotaling (then ANG CCM)
asked me to see if there were other alternatives we could explore. As a product of online education and
an instructor of online education | instantly thought “ONLINE EDUCATION”. This delivery method is cur- START &
rently a main stay for many colleges and universities around the world. | figured if it can work for them,
this method should be able to work for the ANG and the USAF.

FUTURE CLASS

GRADUATION DATES

A team was put together that developed the initial concept design in August of 2015. By December of
that same year the team was ready to present the product to the Barnes Center for Enlisted Education -
(BCEE). After a day of outstanding presentation, the BCEE agreed to allow the Lankford EPME center the Cless Sip Creduglion
opportunity deliver the first online course. The course started on 4 Jul 2016 with the online Phase 1 por- 17-1 Oct - Nov 2016

tion. | have to admit there were some bumps in the road, but ultimately Phase 1 was very successful. 17-2 Jan— Feb 2016 ALS

Students did not realize how successful it was until they came to McGhee-Tyson for Phase II. Class Start Graduation

Phase Il went extremely well...38 students came to our campus and put into practice what they were 17-1 Oct— Nov 2016
exposed to online during Phase |. They had already developed some relationships with their fellow stu- 17-2 Oct— Dec 2016*
dents online. They developed a quality instructor/student relationship as well. Bringing them all togeth-

er face to face had a huge impact on their morale and their educational experience.
Graduation night was 26 August. It was a smaller graduation; however, it was an impactful graduation. el BT

course starts at home
BLC (Online) SrA Greg Murray, 171° ARW. ALS BLC will continue to grow and develop. The same team station

We had 4 distinguished graduates, 1 Leadership award winner and the first ever Levitow winner the ALS

that started this journey is working with the Barnes Center to tweak the course for our second offering of
*%

the course. The changes being made are based upon the direct feedback we received from the students Starts at Lankford
and through our instructor’s experiences. How can we go wrong if we are developing a course for Air-

man, by Airman with the Airman’s own feedback guiding the way? | do not believe we can go wrong.
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The Paul H. Lankford Center
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McGhee Tyson ANGB, TN 37777
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